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I belive that India, in order to be great,
must develop a modern outlook on kfe.
English is needed at the present stage of
our political evolution as a medium of com-
munication with the Government and the
English nation; but this does not mean that
English must be a substitute for the verna-
culars. English can only supplement them as
a second language. It is not possible, except
for a very small class of * free minds', to
develop the minds of pupils by imparting to
them education in a foreign tongue.
We need western knowledge; but to make
it a force in the building of our national
life, it should be imparted through the medium
of the vernacular of each province. So may
students develop into men, not imitating
others but living their own original, God
given lives, not echoes but living persons,
a hundred per cent alive. Our emphasis must
be on the vernaculars; and we must be verna-
cular to the very root, if we are to grow into
a self-sustained nation. The great mass of any
people will always be monolingual, and it is
unpsychological to expect them to assimilate
a foreign language. ' Education', said Ruskin,
* should be regulated by natural endowment/
.and our vernaculars are our ' natural endow-
ment.7 It is our own language alone that can
connect us with the past; and if we endeavour